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Brook Green  
Centre for Learning 
Accessibility Policy  

 
At Brook Green Centre for Learning we are committed to providing a fully personalised 
curriculum to all our students.   
 
We aim : 
 

 To provide a stimulating and appropriate learning experience which prepares 
students for life and provides an understanding of their community and the wider 
world to enable them to contribute to them. 

 To provide a safe, caring, friendly and purposeful environment in which students are 
happy and confident and feel valued. 

 To ensure each student achieves his/her full potential. 

 To ensure each student understands and recognises how to lead healthy lifestyles. 

 To ensure every student is aware of the importance of sustaining their planet for 
future generations. 

 
If we are to be truly inclusive in our approach then we must ensure that our buildings, 
furniture, educational equipment and books, together with our approach to teaching and 
learning, give the widest possible access to the greatest number of students.  
Personalised learning is key to this approach. 
 
Definition of Disability 
Disability is defined by the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA) “A person has a 
disability if he or she has physical or mental impairment that has a substantial and long-
term adverse effect on his or her ability to carry out normal day to day activities”. 
 
Purpose of the Plan for An Inclusive Approach 
The purpose of the plan is to improve access to all aspects of education in the school, 
systematically and over a reasonable time period, and to remove existing barriers to 
student learning within the school community. 
 

 To this end the school will value all students and staff equally. 

 Increase the participation of students in, and reduce their exclusion from the culture, 
curriculum and community activities of the school. 

 Where necessary restructure the cultures, policies and practices in the school so 
that they respond to the diversity of students. 

 Reduce barriers to learning and participation for all students. 

 Learn from attempts to overcome barriers to the access and participation of 
particular students to make changes for the benefits of students more widely. 

 View the differences between students as resources to support learning, rather than 
as problems to be overcome. 

 Improve the school for staff as well as for students. 

 Emphasise the role of the school in building a community and developing values, as 
well as increasing achievement. 

 Recognise that inclusion in education is one aspect of inclusion in society. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



07/12/2017 

 
 
The school has been designed to be totally accessible in all regards. 
 
Physical Access 
 

Statement Evidence Action Needed 

The size and layout of areas 
allows access for students 
including: 
Learning areas e.g. Practical 
areas, Music and drama spaces 
Sporting areas e.g. Sports Hall, 
gym, outdoor sporting facilities 
Social facilities e.g. Key stage 
area, the Mess Hall 
Play areas 
Playgrounds 

The school building was designed 
to allow access to all and it has 
been further enhanced  

 
None 

Students who use wheelchairs can 
move around the school without 
experiencing barriers to access 
such as those caused by 
doorways, steps and stairs.   
Toilet facilities have adequate 
room to accommodate 
wheelchairs.   
Showers are available and 
accessible 

We have visiting students from 
partner special schools who use 
specialist wheelchairs and access 
to all areas and toilets has been 
straight forward 

 
None 

Pathways of travel around the 
school site and parking 
arrangements are safe, logical and 
well sign posted 

Clear signage which is regularly 
maintained 

 

Emergency and evacuation 
systems inform ALL students, 
including students with SEN and 
disability. 
Alarms have visual and auditory 
components 

Recent fire alarm all students and 
staff evacuated safely. 
Fire evacuation log evidences 
this 
Identified students have PEEPs 
 

Auditory alarm 
only but all 
students are 
escorted by a 
member of staff 
during 
evacuation 

Decoration and signs should not 
be confusing or disorientating for 
students with visual impairment, 
autism or epilepsy. 

Signage whilst clear was dark 
and difficult for VI students to see 
especially the toilets 

Following 
consultation with 
students all new 
signage has 
been fitted 

All areas to which students have 
access are well lit 

Excellent lighting  
Reflection in some classrooms 
affecting whiteboards 

New blinds to be 
fitted in identified 
areas 

Steps are taken to reduce 
background noise for hearing 
impaired students e.g. 
consideration given to a room’s 
acoustics, noisy equipment etc. 

A very sound proof building, 
however the introduction of the 
Music room has caused an 
increase in noise through to Key 
Stage 3 learning areas 

Soundproof 
flooring mats to 
be fitted 

Furniture and equipment are All furniture is appropriate  
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selected; adjusted and located 
appropriately e.g. height 
adjustable tables available, low 
level sinks. 

New chairs and tables purchased 
in bright colours to allow VI 
students to distinguish areas  
Demarcation of floor areas  

None 



07/12/2017 

Curriculum Access 
   

Statement Evidence Action needed 

All teachers and LA’s have 
the necessary training to 
teach and support students 
with a variety of disabilities. 

 Audit of training  
Internal training. 
Support team intervention. 

Classrooms are optimally 
organised for disabled 
students. 

All rooms designed and 
furnished for disabled. 

 

Lessons provide 
opportunities for all students 
to achieve. 

Recent Ofsted gave an 
outstanding grade. 

 

Lessons are responsive to 
student diversity. 

Full programme 
implemented.  

 

Lessons involve work done 
by individuals, pairs, groups 
and the whole class. 

Lessons observed to involve 
all. 

 

All students are encouraged 
to take part in music, drama 
and physical activities. 

Music/Drama and PE on the 
curriculum. 

 

All staff recognise, and allow 
for the mental effort 
expended by some disabled 
students e.g. lip reading by 
hearing impaired students, 
slow writing speed or 
dyslexic students. 

As a special school all staff 
recognise and deal 
appropriately with any 
disabilities. 

 

All staff recognise and allow 
for the additional time 
required by some disabled 
students to use equipment 
in practical work. 

Normal part of special 
school work. 

 

Disabled students who 
cannot engage in some 
particular activities 
experiences e.g. students 
who cannot participate in all 
forms of physical education. 

No students with disabilities 
participate. 

Advice from outside 
agencies. 

Access to computer 
technology is appropriate for 
students with disabilities. 

All classrooms have 
computers and students 
have a computer. 

 

School visits, including visits 
abroad, are made 
accessible to all students 
irrespective of attainment or 
impairment. 

All visits and trips planned to 
involve all students. 

Visits policy MUST state ‘for 
H&S reasons child will not 
go if the visit is unsuitable’ 
but an alternative should be 
found for ALL children. 

All staff have high 
expectations of all students. 

Improving results to 
Outstanding Ofsted. 

 

All staff seek to remove all 
barriers to learning and 
participation. 

All teachers strive to involve 
all students. 

 

 



07/12/2017 

 
Access to Information 

 

Statement Evidence Action Needed 

The school liaises with LA 
support services to provide 
information in simple 
language, symbols, large 
print, on audiotape or in 
Braille for students who may 
have difficulty with standard 
forms of printed information. 

Regular visits from 
councillor and limited visits 
by speech therapist. All 
children’s progress reviewed 
with paediatric staff.   

Notes at end of Newsletters 
to say larger print is 
available. Help from RNIB 
(Ivybridge) for Braille. 

The school ensures that 
both in lessons and at 
meetings for parents 
information can be 
presented in a ‘user friendly’ 
way for people with 
disabilities e.g. by reading 
aloud overhead projections 
and describing diagrams. 

Feedback from parents 
states they are well 
informed. 

Identify needs and priority. 
 
Parents meeting on e-safety 
annually. 

The school has, and uses, 
facilities such as ICT to 
produce written formats.  If 
this is not the case the 
school knows where to 
access facilities e.g. the 
Visually Impaired Service for 
assistance with Braille. 

Excellent ICT facilities.  

Staff are familiar with 
technology and practices 
developed to assist people 
with disabilities. 

All staff appropriately 
trained. 
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Specialist Support 

 
Specialist support for students with a variety of disabilities is available and at Brook Green 
Centre for Learning we consult the appropriate services for support. This list is not 
exhaustive. 
 

 SEND 0-25 team. 

 CAMHS. 

 Educational Psychology Service. 

 Children’s Integrated Disability Service. 

 Children’s Speech and Language Service. 

 Governor Training Unit. 

 Y.O.T. 

 CSW. 
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